
© Dr. Gary C. Woods. Woods Core Books for Students and Teachers. El Cajon, CA: Excelsior, 2008. 1

Woods Core Books for Students and Teachers 
 

Bible students and teachers need to have at least one book in each of the following categories: 
 
 
 
Bible Atlas 
Brisco, Thomas C. Homan Bible Atlas: A Complete Guide to the Expansive Geography 

of Bible History. Nashville, TN: B&H Publishing, 1999. 1558197095 
 
Bible Commentary 
Dockery, David S., ed. Homan Concise Bible Commentary. Nashville, TN: B&H 

Publishing, 1998. 0805493379 
 
Bible Concordance 
Nave, Orville J. Nave’s Topical Bible. Peabody, MA: Hendrickson, 2002. 091700602X 
Strong, James. Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance of the Bible. Hendrickson, 2007. 978-

1598560664 
 
Bible Dictionary 
Butler, Trent C., Chad Brand, Charles Draper, and Archie England, eds. Holman 

Illustrated Bible Dictionary. Nashville, TN: B&H Publishing, 2003. 0805428364 
Lockyer, Herbert. Nelson’s Illustrated Bible Dictionary. Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson, 

1986.  
Unger, Merrill F. The New Unger’s Bible Dictionary. Revised and Updated. Chicago, IL: 

Moody, 2006. 0802490662  
 
Bible Encyclopedia 
Archer, Gleason L. Encyclopedia of Bible Difficulties. Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 

1982.  
 
Bible Handbook 
Alexander, David, and Pat Alexander. Zondervan Handbook to the Bible. Grand Rapids, 

MI: Zondervan, 2005. 0310262712  
Willmington, Harold L. Willmington’s Bible Handbook. Wheaton, IL: Tyndale House, 

1997.  
 
Bible Maps and Charts 
House, H. Wayne. Charts of Theology and Doctrine. Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 

1992. 0310416612 230. 02 H842c 
House, H. Wayne. Chronological and Background Charts of the New Testament. Grand 

Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 1981. 0310416418 225. 61 H842c 
Nelson’s Complete Book of Bible Maps and Charts: All the Visual Bible Study Aids and 

Helps in One Key Resource. Nashville, TN: Nelson, 1996. 0785211543 
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Bible Survey 
Anders, Max. 30 Days to Understanding the Bible. Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson, 1998.  

0785214232  
Willmington, Harold L. Willmington’s Guide to the Bible. Wheaton, IL: Tyndale House, 

1981.  
 
Bible Word Studies 
Vine, W. E. Vine’s Complete Expository Dictionary of Old and New Testament Words. 

Nashville, TN: Nelson, 1996. 0785211608  
Zodhiates, Spiros. The Complete Word Study Dictionary: New Testament. Chattanooga, 

TN: AMG Publishers, 1994. 
Zodhiates, Spiros. The Hebrew-Greek Key Study bible: New American Standard. 

Chattanooga, TN: AMG Publishers, 1990. 
 
Recommended Commentaries  
Bible Knowledge Commentary 
Lenski Commentary 
Liberty Bible Commentary 
Life Application Commentary 
John MacArthur Commentary 
New American Commentary 
Warren Wiersbe Commentary 
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List of Indispensable Bible Reference Works 
Alexander, David, and Pat Alexander. Zondervan Handbook to the Bible. Grand Rapids, 

MI: Zondervan, 2005. 0310262712  

Anders, Max. 30 Days to Understanding the Bible. Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson, 1998.  
0785214232  

Archer, Gleason L. Encyclopedia of Bible Difficulties. Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 
1982.  

Atkinson, David J., David Field, Arthur F. Holmes, and Oliver O-Donovan. New 
Dictionary of Christian Ethics and Pastoral Theology. Downers Grove: 
InterVarsity Press, 1995. 0830814086 

Beitzel, Barry J. The Moody Atlas of the Bible. Chicago, IL: Moody, 1985. 

Blaiklock, E.M., and R. K. Harrison. The New International Dictionary of Biblical 
Archaeology. Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 1983.  

Brisco, Thomas C. Homan Bible Atlas: A Complete Guide to the Expansive Geography 
of Bible History. Nashville, TN: B&H Publishing, 1999. 1558197095 

Butler, Trent C., Chad Brand, Charles Draper, and Archie England, eds. Holman 
Illustrated Bible Dictionary. Nashville, TN: B&H Publishing, 2003. 0805428364 

Dockery, David S. Homan Bible Handbook. Nashville, TN: B&H Publishing, 1992. 
1558193324 

Dockery, David S., ed. Homan Concise Bible Commentary. Nashville, TN: B&H 
Publishing, 1998. 0805493379 

Eade, Alfred Thompson. The New Expanded Panorama Bible Study Course. Grand 
Rapids, MI: Revell, 1975.  

Falwell, Jerry, ed. Liberty Bible Commentary. Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson, 1983.  

Fairbairn, Patrick. Imperial Standard Bible Encyclopedia, 1889. Grand Rapids, MI: 
Zondervan, 1957. 

Geisler, Norman, and William E. Nix. A General Introduction to the Bible. Chicago, IL: 
Moody, 1986.  

Halley, Henry H. Halley’s Bible Handbook. Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 1993 
0310402301 .  

Harrison, Everett F. Introduction to the New Testament. Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans, 
1964. 0802831060 

House, H. Wayne. Charts of Theology and Doctrine. Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 
1992. 0310416612 230. 02 H842c 

House, H. Wayne. Chronological and Background Charts of the New Testament. Grand 
Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 1981. 0310416418 225. 61 H842c 

Lockyer, Herbert. Nelson’s Illustrated Bible Dictionary. Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson, 
1986.  

McGee, J. Vernon. Briefing the Bible: Outlines. La Verne, CA: El Camino, 1978.  
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M’Clintock, James, and James Strong. Cyclopedia of Biblical, Theological, and 
Ecclesiastical Literature, 1867-1881. Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Academic, 1970. 
0801061237  

Meredith, Joel L. Meredith’s Book of Bible Lists. Minneapolis, MN: Bethany Fellowship, 
1980.  

Moyer, Elgin S., and E.E. Cairns. Wycliffe Biographical Dictionary of the Church, rev. ed. 
Chicago, IL: Moody, 1982. 0802496938  

Nave, Orville J. Nave’s Topical Bible. Peabody, MA: Hendrickson, 2002. 091700602X 

Nelson’s Complete Book of Bible Maps and Charts: All the Visual Bible Study Aids and 
Helps in One Key Resource. Nashville, TN: Nelson, 1996. 0785211543 

Smith, Marsha A. Ellis. Homan Book of Biblical Charts, Maps, and Reconstructions. 
Nashville, TN: B&H Publishing, 1993. 1558193596 

Swindoll, Charles R. A Look at the Book: Traveling the Original Route 66 Study Guide. 
Dallas, TX: Word, 1996. 0849984947 

Unger, Merrill F. The New Unger’s Bible Dictionary. Revised and Updated. Chicago, IL: 
Moody, 2006. 0802490662  

Unger, Merrill F. The New Unger’s Bible Handbook. Revised and Updated. Chicago, IL: 
Moody, 2005. 0802490565  

Vine, W. E. Vine’s Complete Expository Dictionary of Old and New Testament Words. 
Nashville, TN: Nelson, 1996. 0785211608  

Vos, Howard F. Nelson’s New Illustrated Bible Manners and Customs: How the People 
of the Bible Really Lived. Nashville, TN: Nelson, 1999. 0785211942 

Wilkinson, Bruce, and Kenneth Boa. Talk Thru the Bible. Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson, 
1983.  

Willmington, Harold L. Willmington’s Guide to the Bible. Wheaton, IL: Tyndale House, 
1981.  

Willmington, Harold L. Willmington’s Bible Handbook. Wheaton, IL: Tyndale House, 
1997.  

Wilson, Neil S., and Linda K. Taylor. Tyndale Handbook of Bible Charts and Maps. 
Wheaton, IL: Tyndale, 2001. 0842335528 

Youngblood, Ronald F. Nelson’s New Illustrated Bible Dictionary. Nashville, TN: Nelson, 
1995. 0785212175 

Zodhiates, Spiros. The Complete Word Study Dictionary: New Testament. Chattanooga, 
TN: AMG Publishers, 1994. 

Zodhiates, Spiros. The Hebrew-Greek Key Study Bible: New American Standard. 
Chattanooga, TN: AMG Publishers, 1990. 

 


